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Kilkenny AGSI
delegates in Shatter
walkout snub

FOUR delegates from the
Carlow-Kilkenny branch srmmwhllewu ata.nd
of the Association of in the Déil making the
Garda Sergeants and In-  Announcement.”
spectors snubbed Justice Minister Shatter
Minister Alan Shatteras  rejected the 'lies’ accusa-
he addressed the AGSI tion and said it was not
conference in Sligo. posible to consult with
The Carlow-Kilkenny  every individual in rela-
representatives walked tion to station closures
out of the 35th AGSI which he described as
conference on Mon- an operational deci-
day as Minister Shatter  sion made by the Garda
began his Commissioner which he
And the Mmm: would not second guess.
assertion that the AGSI The conference
and GRA (Garda Repre- opened with a minute's
sertative AdrGERETNN) silence in memory of
had done a disservice 10 DétbedVislSagiia Adrian
members of the force by  Donochoe, shot dead
not being at the nego- on duty in Co Louth in
tiation table for recent January of this year.
Croke Park pay talks was And yesterday mormn-
greeted with sifence. ing (Tuesday) members
The AGSI say they voted to seek to have the
have seen huge changes  Uszi submachine gun,
in their work prac- which was withdrawn,
tices and conditions of immediately reissued to
employment and they've detectives,
alsp experienced an A senlor member
average 20% reduction  of the AGS] executive,
in their wage packet.-— Inspector Walter Kilcul-
Delivering the address  len, claimed that detec-
of AGSI President tive Garda Donohog, |
Tim Galvin, the Vice might still be alive If the
President Liam Brady Uzl submachine gun had
accused Minister Sharter  not been withdrawi-. =
of lying about garda sta-
tion closures.
“You told us that the
lack of consultation in
relation to the first series
of closures would not
be repeated. 12 months
on and nothing has

changed. Your words
were lies. 100 stations
were earmarked since
then and despite numer-
ows requests to-Garda
Management and you
Minister, we find out
what stations are clos-
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[LTH]

‘Walkout’

sergeants
back down

in row with

garda chief

Tom Brady and Barry Duggan

FOUR garda sergeants at the centre of a
disciplinary row have pledged their full
support for Commissioner Martin Call-
IMAan.

The pledge followed marathon talks
with the garda authorities at the Garda
College in Templemore, Co Tipperary.

The four had previously said they had
no confidence in Commissioner Calli-

nan after walking out on him at a confer-
ence,

They had been
summoned to 4 meet-
ing with Assistant
Commissioner Fintan
Fanning, who is in
charge of human
resources in the force,

After more than six
hours of talks, the
four stepped back
from their previous
gtatement that they had lost confidence
in the commissioner.

But their association leader John Red-
mond made it clear the meeting cen-
tred solely on the comments referring to
the commissioner and they remained at
odds with Justice Minister Alan Shatter.

An official statement issued on behalf
of the commissioner said the four repre-
sentatives from the Kilkenny-Carlow
branch of the association indicated they
meant to cause no offerice to Mr Callinan.

The four personally had full confi-
dence in him, and he also enjoyed the full
confidence of the Association of Garda
Sergeants and Inspectors, The statement
said the speech by Mr Callinan to the
annual conference, and his public com-
ments earlier yesterday, had been partic-
ularly helpful and had reinforced the
excellent relations between the two sides.

Garda management had warned that
the men’s comments to the media,
in which they said they had been man-
dated by their branch in Kilkenny-Car-
Torw to say they had lost confidence in the

Contiaued on Page 8
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"Walkout’ sergeants back down
in row with garda chief Callinan

Continued frem Paga1
commissioner, could be con-
strued as a breach of the force's
disciplinary code.

Senior officers made it clear
to the group that they wanted to
adopt a sénsible approach to

position and gave their support
to the commissioner,

It was felt that if the meeting
ended without either the with-
drawal of the controversial
remarks or a satisfactory expla-
nation of the circumstances in
which they were voiced, the
men could end up facing disci-
plinary action.

The sergeants - Joe Hanley,
of Tullow, Pat Baldwin, of
Kilkenny, Ted Hughes, of
Thomastown, and John Foley,
Carlow - have more than 100
years' service in the force
between them and are all high-
Iy respected by their peers.

They said they had no alter-
native as conference delegates
but to fulfill the mandate which
had been given to them by their
branch at an extraordinary gen-
eral meeting last January.

Mr Callinan said earlier yes-
terday that the four men should
reflect on the way they had
behaved.

He said that while people
were entitled to protest, “the
manner in which they protest is
the issne”,

He added that it was a time
for calm and reflection on what
had happened, for the matter to
be dealt with and to move on.

An Garda Siochana was a
very disciplined force, Mr Call-
inan said.

The official statement late
last night said all parties consid-
ered that the izsue was now
resolved and they were now
looking forward to serving the
community.

Tt also said that members of
the association wounld never
shirk their responsibility to
either the garda commissioner

or to members of the public.
Mr Redmond said afterwands
that his association had reaf-
firmed s confidence in Mr Cal-
linan, which had never been an

It fully supported the four
men for fulfilling the mandate
they had been given and the
association felt it was never a
disciplinary matter. That had
been confirmed at the meeting.

Clockwisa from top left: Pat
Baldwin, John Foley, Joe
Hanley and Ted Hughes.
Right: the four sergeants
teaving Templemore,

ALAN DOWLEY: LTAM BURKE/PRESS 22
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Opposition TDs accused Minister for
Justice of attempting to silence gardai

Shatter is t_r-eatin_g rank-and-file gardai
with ‘nothing short of contempt’, Dail told

MARIE O'"HALLORAN
The Government has no role in
Garda discipline, Tanaiste Ea
maon Gilmore has insisted as Op-
paosition TDz accused the Minis-
ter for Justice of artempting to
silence gardai and of being vin-
dictive towards them.

Four Garda sergeants faced
a disciplinary hearing vester-
day after their walkout earlier

in the week when Alan Shatter
and later Garda Commissioner

Martin Callinan addressed the
conference of the Asseciation
of Garda Sergeants and Inspec-
tors.

In the Ddal, Sinn Féin deputy
leader Mary Lou MeDonald de-
scribed the disciplinary at-
tempt as “vtterly wrong” and ac-
cused Mr Shatter of treatng
rank-and-file gardai with
“nothing short of contempt ™.

She claimed he was attempt-
ing to silence gardal and of be-
ing vindictive against them in
their protests against the rene-
gotiated Croke Park deal.

But Mr Gilmore said “the
Government is not disciplining
anybody. The matter of Garda
discipline is a matter for the
Garda Commissioner. [t'snota
marter for the Minister for Jus-
tice, it's not a matter for the Gov-
ernment and it should not be a
martter for political debate and
discussion or political interfer-
ence . . . it should be left with
the Garda Commissioner.” .

M MeDonald asked why Mr
Shatter was “so hell-bent on si
lencing members of the Garda
Siochana . . . if they are critical
of the strategy pursued by the
Government”. She said the
gardai needed to be disciplined
but they should not be silenced
ascitizens of the State,

But Mr Gilmore accused
Sinn Féin of political opportun-
ism and said to the party’s depu-
ty leader “can you tell me how
many voices of gardal were si
lenced permanently by your
organisation™.

Prejudiced
Independent T Marttie
McGrath accused Mr Shatter of
being prejudiced against gardai
and said it was “torally
unacceptable” to discipline the
gardai in this way. The Tipper-
ary South TD said lIreland
looked less like a democracy
and “more like Russia or a mili-
tary junta”™ with the four offic-
ers, who had 130 years’ service
between them., being sum-
moned to a disciplinary hear-
ing. And then in a personalised
attack, he claimed the Minister
had refused teallow gardai pro
tecting him at his home use toi-
let facilities there.

Mr Gilmore said: “Well, ifwe
ever peeded ademonstration as
to why the management of the
Garda Siochdna and mattersre-
lating te discipline in the Garda
Sinchdna should not become a
matter of political debate,
we've just had ir.”

Mr McGrach also called for a
management board, a “bufler
zone” between politics and the
Garda to be set up claiming the
commissioner was  “comp-
remised” becawvse of his own
continuing service beyond his
pension age, Mr Gilmore called
on the Tipperary South TD 1o
“reflect seriously on the person-
alised attack he has jusi made
on the Garda Commussioner™.
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Garda disciplinary threat ]iﬁéd

Four sergeants who staged walkout
protests not to face disciplinary measures

Agsi confirms its full confidence in Garda
Commissioner after meeting yesterday

CONDR LALLY
Crime Correspandant

The threat of disciplinary ac-
tion against four Garda ser-
geants who walked cut of con-
ference speeches by Minister
for Justice Alan Shatter and
Garda Commissioner Martin
Callinan has been lifted.

The men had been facing po-
tential disciplinary action rang-
ing from a verbal warning to dis-
missal when they were sum-
mongd to a meeting in Temp-
lemore yesterday with senior of-
ficers led by Assistant Commis-
sipner Fintan Fanning, who is
in charge of human resources
across the foree,

Earlier this week they had
walked out on speeches by Mr
Shatter and Mr Callinan at the
annual conference in Sligo of
the Association of Garda Ser-
geants and Inspectors (Agsi) as
a means of registering their
lack of confidence in them over
pay cuts and reduced resourc-

£s,

The four sergeants from the
Kilkenny-Carlow division were
accompanied to the meeting by
members of the Agsi national
executive led by general secre-
tary John Redmond. An agreed
statement was released after a
meeting lasting more than six
hours stating that “all parties
consider the marter now re-
solved and look forward to con-
tinuing 10 serve the
Ccommumnity™.

The statement said: “The
four representatives of Kilken-
ny-Carlow branch of Agsi indi-
cated that they meant to cause
no offence to the commission-
er. They personally have full
confidence in the commission-
er of An Garda Siochdna. The
commissioner enjoys the full
confidenceof [Agsi].”

It added: “The speech by the
Garda commissioner to confer-
ence and his comments on the

RTE News ar One were particu-
larly helpful and magnanimous
and have reinforced the excel-
lent relations between Agsi and
senior Garda management.

“Members of Agsi will never
shirk their responsibilicy to ei-
ther the Garda commissioner
or members of the public. The
representatives of the Kilken-
ny-Carlow branch regret that
this whole matter has been
played outon TV and in the pub-
licarena”.

The four Garda sergeants
staged the first of their two
walkouts when they left the
Agsi conference hall on Mon-
day evening as Mr Shatter was
due to begin speaking. They re-
peated the action again when
Mr Callinan addressed dele-
gares on Tuesday aftermoon.
They explained thar their pro-
test had been mandated by
their local branch in a vote last
maonth as a way of registering
the lack of confidence held by
sergeants and inspectors from
the branch in Mr Shatter and
Mr Callinan.

Agsi said thatwhile it did not
agree with the walkout, it be-
lieved it was “ourtrageous” that
members of a staff association
would be disciplined for staging
a protest,
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Talks to
resolve
Garda
dispute
ongoing

by Jimmy Woulfe and
Stephen Rogers

Talks  were contnuing
through the night at the
garda college in - Temple-
more between four Garda
sergeants and an  assistant
comunissioner in a bid to

resolve the row over their
walk out and criticism of

Garda Comnmissioner
Martin Callinan.

The s ants  —  Pat
Baldwin m  Kilkenny

City, John Foley from Car-
low, Joe Hanley from Tul-
low, and Ted Hughes from
Thomastovan — arrived in
full uniform for the meeting
with  Asustant  Commiss-
ionet Fintan Fanning, about
an hour before it was due to
bepin at 4pm.

The assistant  comumiss
ioner is in charge of human
resources for the force and
also  has  responsibility  for
professional seandards, inter-
nal affairs, and training,

The four sergeants were

:Icrurl:‘l'p:‘l.n'l::d ak tlﬂl‘ t:tlk.‘i .h'}'
the president, two wvice
presidents, and the general
secretary of the Assocation
of Garda Sergeants and In-
spectors (AGSI).

It was at the AGSIs
annual conference that the
four men staged a walk out
as  the comnussioner was
starting a speech. The men
have also expressed no con-
fidence in  Commissioneér
Callinan.

The officers also walked
out during a speech by Jus-
tice Minister Alan Shatter.

It has been speculated the
four officers could face
benyr leippud of the rank,
fined, or suspended.

It had been thought
yesterday's  meeting  with
the assistant commissioner

might only last 45 munutes,
but the parties remained in
the Gﬂl’d}; Siochina College
in Templemore at time of
going to press and a source
said they were expected to
sit through the night.
Earlier Commissioner
Callinan, said the meeting
was important to the force
and the publics perception
of the force.
“We are a disciplined
force and we have responsi-
bihties over and above other
public servants. ’
“What has happened, has
happened. This 18 a time for
cool heads and appropriate
fl_'{]{:l.'li{lll on winal ha.ﬁ
happcn:d.
It iz a time for dealing
with that and moving on.”
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REBEL GARDAI GIVE

B By MICHAEL O'TOOLE
Crime Comrespondent
Tﬂmuu;;rdu nwuw:;
wa on speeches
Commissioner Martin Callinan
and Justice Minister Alan
Shatter last night expressed

confidence In Immediate
boss — but didn't mention their
political master.

The four men were locked in talks
with union representatives and Garda
top brass at the foree's college in
Templemore, Co Tipperary, for much
of erday.

wy arrived around 4pm — but an
expected 45-minute mesting turned

into a marathon.
- The four — Pat Baldwin, Joe Hanley,
Ted Hughes and John Fi — are all
uniformed sergeants from the Carlow-
Kilkenny division.

Mowve

They had staged the two separate
walkouts at the annual eonference of
the Association of Garda Sergeants
and Inspectors (AGSI) in Sligo earlier

this week.
The move infuriated Commissioner
Callinan — who then initiated

disciplinary proceedings against all

four sergeants.
The o!ﬁiers had st the walk-out

after being mandated to by a meeting
e et B & X o bl

d a range of possi
snnchamq — from & fine to &8 reduction
in rank or even dismissal and the
AGSEI had vowed to defend the officers
to the hilt.

However late last night an a
staternent was released following the
six-hour meeting which indicated
that the issues at stake had been
resolved between top brass and the
union for middle-ranking members.

“The four representatives of

Kilkenny-Carlow branch of the AGSI

indicated that meant to cause no
offence to the Commissioner,” the
statement read.

“They ersonally have full
confidence in the Commissioner of An
Garda Siochédna,

“The Commissioner enjoys the full
confidence of the Association of
Garda Sergeants and Inspectors.

“Members of AGSI will never shirk
their responsibility to either the
Garda Commissioner or members of
the Public.

“All parties consider the matter now
resolved and look forward to continu-
ing to serve the Community.”
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If Gardai

Minister,

snub a
they’re

snubbing us too

CATHAL
McCARTHY

E have often in this column alluded
to that peculiar Irish genius for
involving ourselves in matters of
public debate and contention with
an enthusiasm and energy that is invariably
in inverse proportion to a demonstrable grasp
of the issue being debated.

Translated for the benefit of any visitors
from Tipperary who have picked up this paper
and are struggling to make sense of that, we
are saying that the louder the average
Irishman talks about an issue, the further he
seems to move away from a complete
understanding.

An example of this hilarious tendency is
furnished by the controversy surrounding the
row between Justice Minister Alan Shatter,
Garda Commissioner Martin Callinan and the
four sergeants who walked out of the
Aszsociation of Garda Sergeants and Inspectors
(AGSI) conference before either the Minister
or the Commissioner spoke.

I don't care particularly what the Gardai
think of Alan Shatter. T would guess that he is
not a man who suffers too often from self-
doubt or feelings of inadequacy.

I mightn't like what Mr Shafter says or
believes and I'm perfectly entitled to let him
know that [ don't like it.

But that's a long, long, long way from
Minister Shatter standing up to address an
audience of police officers who are sworn —
and paid to uphold the law of the land, for
which he is the Cabinet Minister responsible,
and being snubbed and insulted by several of
those police officers.

That's a different kettle of fish entirely and

when people, particularly a body like the
AGSI, can't tell the difference then, brother,
we have got a problem.

At the same conference at which this walk-
out took place, proper testament and tribute
was paid to the Garda Adrian Donohoe, who
was murdered recently in Dundalk.

That murder shocked a nafion and is very
consciously placed in a special category of
infamy and crime precisely because Garda
Donohoe was a member of the force that is
sworn to uphold the law of the land. He
represented the State — and therefore us — in
a way that is unique.

Members of the Garda Siochana represent
the Irish State and, through that, they
represent us: the citizens of that state. The
force and its members derive their prestige
and widespread respect and affection through
that connection.

If you appeal successfully — and rightly —
for the murder of one of your colleagues to be
placed into a special category of crime because
vou are sworn to uphold and defend the laws
of the State, then you cannot abuse that same
State and treat it in the manner of a sulky
teenage girl, turning her back and flouncing
out of the kitchen when mammy says she can’t
go to the dance that night.

The Gardai are one of the most — if not, the
most — visible expressions of the Irish State
and it cannot be acceptable for members to
insult their State in any way.

Minister Shatter is a senior member of the
duly elected government of that State and he's
entitled to no less respect as a representative
of the State than are the Gardal when they go
about their business on behalf of the State,

If we don't like Minister Shatter, if we don't
think he's doing a good job, then there is a well
established procedure for us making our
displeasure known. It's called a General
Election.

In the meantime, he is a sworn and paid
representative of the State — which means us
— and it is absurd to permit other sworn and



Publication: Evening Echo
Date: Friday, March 29, 2013

Page: 21

Extract: 2 of 2
Circulation: 16.560
Author: CATHAL McCARTHY

Headline: If Gardai snub a Minister, they're snubbing us too

paid representatives of the State to insult and
snuh him and, by extension, us.

We are the State. How many times does this
have to be explained?

The snub at the AGSO conference drained
valuable respect from both the Gardai and the
State. But, still, it's nice to see one drain
working. They'd give a lot in Blackpool to
have a working drain, or ‘culvert’ as those of
us who did Engineering out in UCC will
always refer to them.

Those businesses in Blackpool who have
just suffered their second flooding in nine
maonths have appealed for a rates holiday on
the (fairlv obwious, I would have thought)
grounds that they can't actually open for
business and therefore can't make any income
out of which to pay the City Council's
Danegeld.

City manager Tim Lucey has announced a
serles of measures that will go some way to

TARGET: Justice Minister Alan Shatter was insulted by members of the Association of Garda

addressing the issue of repeated flooding. In
the meantime, we learned that some of the
Blackpool businesses affected have put their
staff on protective notice following the latest
swamping.

Try and imagine a district of Dublin —
Blackrock, for example — being seriously
flooded four times in a decade. The State
would have purchased the Tunnel Boring
Machine they used for the channel and
constructed a drain that left the place as dry as
the Sahara.

There doesn’t seem to be the same urgency
when it comes to our own Blackpool and this
is absolutely unacceptable,

Cork's TDs had better start shouting
because the time for watery complaints is
Over
® TOMORROW: Ailin Quinlan takes
Minister Shatter to task for his response to
the AGSI conference snub.

Sergeants and Inspectors who walked out before his speech, says Cathal McCarthy

Try and imagine a district of Dublin — Blackrock,

for example — being seriously flooded four times in
a decade. The State would have constructed a drain
that left the place as dry as the Sahara.
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Walk-out gardai
back down in row
with Commissioner

FOUR garda sergeants
threatened with disciplin-
ary action for snubbing
their chief have been
cleared after declaring
their full confidence in the
commissioner,

An agreed statement
from the officers from
Kilkenny-Carlow division
and garda bosses following
a six-hour meeting last
night said the matter was
now “resolved”. A Garda
Press Office spokesman
said no farther disciplin-
ary action would be taken.

The four were
summoned to a meeting
with Assistant Commis-
sioner Fintan Fanning
vesterday afternoon over
their demonstration at the
Association of Garda Ser-

geants and Inspectors
({AGSI) annual conference
earlier this week.

They had staged a
walkout when Minister for
Justice Alan Shatter got
up to address the gather-
ing and - in an unpreced-
ented move — again when
the Garda Commissioner
Martin Callinan took to
the podium.

One of the members also
remarked that he had no
confidence in Mr Callin-
an,
A statement released by
An Garda Siochéna after
the meeting at Tem-
plemore Garda College,
said the four sergeants
“indicated that they meant
to canse no offence to the
Commissioner”.
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Garda unrest
Discipline in
doubt

The garda who confronted Taoiscach Enda Kenny
while canvassing in Meath East was not in uniform. He
reportedly remained calm and polite throughout the
chance meeting. He stressed that he felt that the salaries
of gardal were being unfairly reduced,

In response, the Taoiseach crivicised the Garda
Representative Associanon and the Assooation of
Garda Sergeants and Inspectors for walking out on pay
talks.

Gm‘dﬁ Commissioner Martin Callinan has called for a
report into the chance meeting with the Taciseach.
There must be no hint or suggestion of any
victimisation m this instance. There are already signs of
disconcerting unrest within the force.

An Garda Siochina ought to be seen as a disciplined
organisaiion. But some recent behaviour has brought
that discipline into serious question.

The AGSI received Justice Minister Alan Sharter and
the Garda Commissioner with a pointed but discreet
silence at its conference in Shgo. The walkout by four
supgrvisors in protest, however, was a sad reflection
on both their discipline and their solidaricy with their
colleagues,

The GRA has cvery right to invite, or not to nvite,
the justice minister and the commissioner to i
torthcoming conference, but the publicity afforded to
suggestions that it would deliberately snub them appears
gratuitously insulting,

This behaviour has been further compounded by
suggestions that elements of the gardai are considering
industrial action that would violate the law, This would
be intolerable, as it would undermine the basis on
which An Garda Sioching was founded. It would also
amount to a challenge to the rule of law and the
fundamental civilian control of our democracy.

Security forces have acted above the law in other
countries, but where such conduct was tolerated, it has
usually ted to a form of fascism. Such conduct should
never be tolerated s democratic republic.,

-12 -
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‘Uzi would not have saved Garda Donohoe’

Valerle Robinson

URDERED Garda Adrian

Donohoe would not have

been saved Il he had been
equipped with an Uzi submachine
gun, the Republic's most senior of-
ficer has said.

Garda Commissioner Martin Cal-
linan said the force would not bow
to pressure to return the weapons
to detectives.

The high-powered firearms were
removed from service a year ago
but Mr Callinan said “certain”
units within An Garda Siochana
still had access to Uzis.

He also insisted that Regional
Support Units were very well
equipped and well armed.

Donegal gardai led calls for the
return of Uzis at this week's Asso-
clation of Garda Sergeants and In-
spectors conference in Sligo.

Delegates heard Inspector Walter
Kilcullen of the AGSI's national ex-
ecutive suggest Garda Detective
Donohoe, right, might not have
been shot dead by a cross-border
criminal gang outside Lordship

Credit Union in Co Louth if he had
been carrying an Uzi.

However, Mr Callinan yesterday
said the “salient facts® relating to
the January murder indicated an
Uzi would “not have made the
slightest bit of difference” when
the detective and a colleague were
attacked.

Earlier, former justice minister
Nora Crwen branded
Mr Kilcullen's comments
“insensitive”,

Ms Owen said she believed
the remark would have “dis- |
tressed” the Donohoe famlly.

AGS! general secretary John
Redmond also sald it had been
“inadvisable” to refer to the
murder.
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Garda Commissioner accused of
being mouthpiece for Shatter

Seanad

JIMMY WALSH an independent inspection sys-
. X o tem of direct provision centres.

The Garda Commissioner was

obviously just a mouthpiece for

Minister for Justice Alan Shat-

ter, Marmuid Wilson (FF) said.

It would be a sad day if four
members of the Association of
Garda Sergeants and Inspec-
tors (AGSH were to be disci-
plined for taking democraric ac-
tion in the only way open to
them, he said.

Calling for the Minister to be
invited to the House to facili-
tate an open discussion on the
difficulties facing the force, Mr
Wilson said the AGSI members
who had walked out during the
Minister's speech at the associa-
tion's annual conference had
been mandated by their branch-
estodoso,

Acting Seanad Fianna Fail
leader Marc Mac Sharry said he
thought it would be highly re-
arettable if disciplinary action
were taken againsi the four,

Members of the Garda had
very limited tools at their dispos-
al to highlight the difficultes
that they had at any given time.
Surely they should be entitled
within the confines of their own
conference to register a protest
in a peaceful and meaningful
way.

“I would regret very much if
the Garda Commissioner felt it
necessary to proceed to take dis-
ciplinary action against these
members,” said Mr Mac Shar-

A letter in yesterday's Irish
Times about the direct provi
sion system for asylum seekers
was “a must-read” for all parlia-
mentarians, Jillian van Turn-
hout(Ind)said. Penned by adoc-
tor familiar with the accommo-
dation provided, it highlighted
the harrowing system that had
heen putin place.

There was a need in particu-
lar to debate the appropriate-
ness of the system for the wel-
fare of the 1,725 children who
had been init for several years.

Ms van Turnhout urged the
establishment of an independ-
ent complaints mechanism and
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It’s wrong
to discipline
four gardal

HE THREAT to discipline

four gardai who walked out

an the Justice Minister and

Garda Commissioner is

wrong. The officers, who
made their protest at the Association
of Garda Sergeants and Inspectors’
conference, are to be hauled before
an assistant commissioner.

It now appears unlikely that they
will face any of the severe sanctions -
such as suspension or demotion -
available to the authorities. But the
fact that Justice Minister Alan
Shatter sanctioned the disciplinary
move against them would seem
heavy-handed.

Every garda must respect the
commissioner and minister in the
line of duty. But these four officers
were attending a representative
conference at which Mr Shatter and
Commissioner Callinan were invited
Euests.

Their protest was different, for
example, from disobeying an order
while on duty. The disciplinary move
will do little to bridge the widening
iap between the commissioner, the
minister and gardai.
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e
ank-and-11le gardai snu atter
by Sean O'Riordan assistant commissioner today to ke right to investigate or prosecute
The body [epresenting questioned about the walkouts. AGS1 members who were elected

rank--nnd—ﬁ]r gﬂﬂ.’l'ﬂ{ E'IJIH [:nnﬁr:m:d
it 13 not imviting Ju.-n'it:t Minister
Alan  Shatter to s annual
conference at the end of April.
The Garda Representative Asso-
clation alsp contirmed 58 execu-
tive will decide in the next week
whether or not to invite Garda
Commussioner Martin Callinan.
GRA president John Parker said
the decision not to invite Mr Shat-
ter to the conference in Westport
had been made by  grassroots
members. It 15 the first time a gar-
da association has not invited the
iminister to its annual conference,
The move came 2z the asocia-
tion representing Garda middle
managerment Nili iL‘ .I:L'!":ll. feam
W]” i'ﬁ'l']l'.] ﬁ]‘l.lr M:Tgl:ﬂ.nl.":' Whl] anre
facing disciplinary proceeding for
walking out of a conference as
Mr Shatter and the Garda commis-
sioner delivered speeches.
The sergeants, who have a com-
bined 13 years of unblemished
service, le" appear  before an

Mr Shatter yesterday sanctioned
disciplinary  procedures  against
Sergeants Joe Hanley, Tullow; Pat
Baldwin, Kilkenny Ciry: Ted
Hughes, Thomastown: and John
Foley, Carlow. They could face
being sir igpcd of the rank, hned,
or suspended.

They walked out of the
Association  of CGarda  Sergeants
and Inspectors  (AGSI) annual

conference in Sligo  earlier  this
week after being mandated by
their colleagues 1n the Carlow/
Kilkenny division to do so.

They were abso mandated to say
they had no confidence in either
the minster oF COMmMIssoner.

AGSI  general secretary  John
Redmond it was “outrageous that

they would be threatened with
diseipline for bringing the views
of their membership to delegates
ar the conference”,

Mr Redmond sad he did not
believe the commissioner had any
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to voice the frustration over pay
cuts already endured by members
of the torce. He smd the sergeants
had no option but to bring those
views to conference because they
WeTe man(l:tﬂi (g4] d.u 0.

“Those brave people did what
they were twld w do by their
membership. They should not be
facing the threat of discipline.”™

In an interview on RTE radio,
Mr Shatter said 1t was a matter
for AGS] members as to how
they conducted thernselves when
guests are invited to address their
conference and  he  would  not
comment on disciphnary acoons
the comnussioner may take,

Meanwhile, the commissioner is
awaiting a report to see if an
off-duty garda could be disciplined
after he confronted Enda Kenny in
Ratoath, Co Meath, last Sunday
about his pay and conditions.

Mr F‘arﬁcr said the ganda was
entitled to express his views to
Mr Kenny.
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